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About NDA
At Nishith Desai Associates, we have earned the reputation of being Asia’s most Innovative Law Firm 

– and the go-to specialists for companies around the world, looking to conduct businesses in India 

and for Indian companies considering business expansion abroad. In fact, we have conceptualized 

and created a state-of-the-art Blue Sky Thinking and Research Campus, Imaginarium Aligunjan, an 

international institution dedicated to designing a premeditated future with an embedded strategic 

foresight capability. 

We are a research and strategy driven international firm with offices in Mumbai, Palo Alto (Silicon 

Valley), Bangalore, Singapore, New Delhi, Munich, and New York. Our team comprises of specialists 

who provide strategic advice on legal, regulatory, and tax related matters in an integrated manner basis 

key insights carefully culled from the allied industries. 

As an active participant in shaping India’s regulatory environment, we at NDA, have the expertise and 

more importantly – the VISION – to navigate its complexities. Our ongoing endeavors in conducting 

and facilitating original research in emerging areas of law has helped us develop unparalleled 

proficiency to anticipate legal obstacles, mitigate potential risks and identify new opportunities 

for our clients on a global scale. Simply put, for conglomerates looking to conduct business in the 

subcontinent, NDA takes the uncertainty out of new frontiers.

As a firm of doyens, we pride ourselves in working with select clients within select verticals on 

complex matters. Our forte lies in providing innovative and strategic advice in futuristic areas of 

law such as those relating to Blockchain and virtual currencies, Internet of Things (IOT), Aviation, 

Artificial Intelligence, Privatization of Outer Space, Drones, Robotics, Virtual Reality, Ed-Tech, Med-

Tech & Medical Devices and Nanotechnology with our key clientele comprising of marquee Fortune 

500 corporations. 

NDA has been the proud recipient of the RSG - FT award for 2019, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014 as the ‘Most 

Innovative Indian Law Firm’ and in 2016 we were awarded the ‘Most Innovative Law Firm - Asia 

Pacific,’ by Financial Times (London).

We are a trust based, non-hierarchical, democratic organization that leverages research and knowledge 

to deliver extraordinary value to our clients. Datum, our unique employer proposition has been 

developed into a global case study, aptly titled ‘Management by Trust in a Democratic Enterprise,’ 

published by John Wiley & Sons, USA.
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Accolades

A brief chronicle our firm’s global acclaim for its achievements and prowess through the years –

IFLR1000: Tier 1 for Private Equity and Project Development: Telecommunications Networks.  

2020, 2019, 2018, 2017, 2014

AsiaLaw Asia-Pacific Guide 2020: Tier 1 (Outstanding) for TMT, Labour & Employment, Private 

Equity, Regulatory and Tax

FT Innovative Lawyers Asia Pacific 2019 Awards: NDA ranked 2nd in the Most Innovative Law 

Firm category (Asia-Pacific Headquartered)

RSG-Financial Times: India’s Most Innovative Law Firm 2019, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014

Chambers and Partners Asia Pacific: Band 1 for Employment, Lifesciences, Tax and TMT  

2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015

Benchmark Litigation Asia-Pacific: Tier 1 for Government & Regulatory and Tax 2019, 2018

Legal500: Tier 1 for Dispute, Tax, Investment Funds, Labour & Employment, TMT and Corporate 

M&A 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014, 2013, 2012

Who’s Who Legal 2019: 
Nishith Desai, Corporate Tax and Private Funds – Thought Leader

Vikram Shroff, HR and Employment Law- Global Thought Leader

Vaibhav Parikh, Data Practices - Thought Leader (India) 

Dr. Milind Antani, Pharma & Healthcare – only Indian Lawyer to be recognized for ‘Life sciences-

Regulatory,’ for 5 years consecutively  

Merger Market 2018: Fastest growing M&A Law Firm in India

Asia Mena Counsel’s In-House Community Firms Survey 2018: The only Indian Firm recognized 

for Life Sciences 

IFLR: Indian Firm of the Year 2013, 2012, 2011, 2010

IDEX Legal Awards 2015: Nishith Desai Associates won the “M&A Deal of the year”, “Best Dispute 

Management lawyer”, “Best Use of Innovation and Technology in a law firm” and “Best Dispute 

Management Firm”
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Disclaimer
This report is a copy right of Nishith Desai Associates. No reader should act on the basis of any 

statement contained herein without seeking professional advice. The authors and the firm expressly 

disclaim all and any liabilitytoanypersonwhohasreadthisreport,or otherwise, in respect of anything, 

and of consequences of anything done, or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance upon the 

contents of this report.

Contact
For any help or assistance please email us on ndaconnect@nishithdesai.com 

or visit us at www.nishithdesai.com
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Research @ NDA
Research is the DNA of NDA. In early 1980s, our firm emerged from an extensive, and then pioneering, research 
by Nishith M. Desai on the taxation of cross-border transactions. The research book written by him provided the 
foundation for our international tax practice. Since then, we have relied upon research to be the cornerstone of our 
practice development. Today, research is fully ingrained in the firm’s culture. 

Our dedication to research has been instrumental in creating thought leadership in various areas of law and 
public policy. Through research, we develop intellectual capital and leverage it actively for both our clients and 
the development of our associates. We use research to discover new thinking, approaches, skills and reflections on 
jurisprudence, and ultimately deliver superior value to our clients. Over time, we have embedded a culture and built 
processes of learning through research that give us a robust edge in providing best quality advices and services to our 
clients, to our fraternity and to the community at large.

Every member of the firm is required to participate in research activities. The seeds of research are typically sown 
in hour-long continuing education sessions conducted every day as the first thing in the morning. Free interactions 
in these sessions help associates identify new legal, regulatory, technological and business trends that require 
intellectual investigation from the legal and tax perspectives. Then, one or few associates take up an emerging trend 
or issue under the guidance of seniors and put it through our “Anticipate-Prepare-Deliver” research model. 

As the first step, they would conduct a capsule research, which involves a quick analysis of readily available 
secondary data. Often such basic research provides valuable insights and creates broader understanding of the issue 
for the involved associates, who in turn would disseminate it to other associates through tacit and explicit knowledge 
exchange processes. For us, knowledge sharing is as important an attribute as knowledge acquisition. 

When the issue requires further investigation, we develop an extensive research paper. Often we collect our own 
primary data when we feel the issue demands going deep to the root or when we find gaps in secondary data. In 
some cases, we have even taken up multi-year research projects to investigate every aspect of the topic and build 
unparallel mastery. Our TMT practice, IP practice, Pharma & Healthcare/Med-Tech and Medical Device, practice and 
energy sector practice have emerged from such projects. Research in essence graduates to Knowledge, and finally to 
Intellectual Property. 

Over the years, we have produced some outstanding research papers, articles, webinars and talks. Almost on daily 
basis, we analyze and offer our perspective on latest legal developments through our regular “Hotlines”, which go out 
to our clients and fraternity. These Hotlines provide immediate awareness and quick reference, and have been eagerly 
received. We also provide expanded commentary on issues through detailed articles for publication in newspapers 
and periodicals for dissemination to wider audience. Our Lab Reports dissect and analyze a published, distinctive legal 
transaction using multiple lenses and offer various perspectives, including some even overlooked by the executors 
of the transaction. We regularly write extensive research articles and disseminate them through our website. Our 
research has also contributed to public policy discourse, helped state and central governments in drafting statutes, 
and provided regulators with much needed comparative research for rule making. Our discourses on Taxation of 
eCommerce, Arbitration, and Direct Tax Code have been widely acknowledged. Although we invest heavily in terms 
of time and expenses in our research activities, we are happy to provide unlimited access to our research to our clients 
and the community for greater good. 

As we continue to grow through our research-based approach, we now have established an exclusive four-acre, 
state-of-the-art research center, just a 45-minute ferry ride from Mumbai but in the middle of verdant hills of 
reclusive Alibaug-Raigadh district. Imaginarium AliGunjan is a platform for creative thinking; an apolitical eco-
system that connects multi-disciplinary threads of ideas, innovation and imagination. Designed to inspire ‘blue sky’ 
thinking, research, exploration and synthesis, reflections and communication, it aims to bring in wholeness – that 
leads to answers to the biggest challenges of our time and beyond. It seeks to be a bridge that connects the futuristic 
advancements of diverse disciplines. It offers a space, both virtually and literally, for integration and synthesis of 
knowhow and innovation from various streams and serves as a dais to internationally renowned professionals to 
share their expertise and experience with our associates and select clients.

We would love to hear your suggestions on our research reports. Please feel free to contact us at 
research@nishithdesai.com
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